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High Water Vehicle

The Western Region Homeland Security Advisory Council (WRHSAC) has procured a
High-Water Rescue Vehicle to enhance the operational capabilities of the Western
Massachusetts Technical Rescue Team (WMTRT). Stationed at Williamsburg Fire, this
specialized vehicle is engineered to operate in extreme conditions, capable of fording up
to 50 inches of water, carrying 22 personnel, and transporting substantial loads of heavy
equipment.

Designed with both functionality and safety in mind, the vehicle features a powerful
10,000-pound lift gate for efficient loading and unloading, OSHA-compliant stairs for safe
access, full 4x4 off-road capability, and a multiband radio system for reliable
communication across various agencies. Its versatility allows it to support a wide range of
missions including flood rescues, emergency evacuations, rugged terrain equipment
transport, and other critical logistical operations.

The lift gate significantly streamlines operations by enabling the team to quickly load and
offload the specific tools and gear needed for unique calls, increasing the team’s overall
responsiveness and adaptability. In addition to serving regional needs, this asset also
supports WMTRT’s ongoing efforts to attain FEMA Type I Task Force designation,
positioning the team for future national-level deployments.

https://youtu.be/wkQsm4mOSQk
https://wrhsac.org/
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/office-of-grants-and-research
https://frcog.org/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=56dd77b4-9b14-41c5-a2c2-c1ed7a6a4934


 

Calling all Municipal Leaders, First Responders, Schools, IT, Libraries,
Public Utilities, and more 

Join the MassCyberCenter for their fifth annual Massachusetts



Municipal Cybersecurity Summit

When: Thursday, May 8, 2025 | 8 a.m.- 3 p.m.
Where: DCU Center, 50 Foster Street, Worcester, MA

Dive into an energizing lineup of sessions about municipal cybersecurity, where expert
insights and information on cutting-edge innovations and programs will help build your
organization’s cyber resiliency. Sessions include:

Risk and Reward: Identify and Mitigating Today’s Municipal Threats and
Vulnerabilities to create Resilient Communities
Securing Our Cities + Towns – Why Managed Detection and Response
(MDR) Matters

Participate in an interactive workshop using Cyber Range technology to navigate a real-
world cybersecurity scenario and collaborate with other attendees to tackle challenges and
prepare to respond to a cybersecurity incident.

After lunch, join EOTSS/Office of Municipal and School Technology for program updates
on Cyber351 and the Municipal Local Cybersecurity Grant Program (MLCGP), plus an
interactive presentation on Vendor Risk Management.

The conference is free. Follow the link below to register.

Clcik here to register for the Municipal Cybersecurity Conference

 

Cyber Resilient Massachusetts Grant Program
Funding available for Managed Detection and Response

The MassCyberCenter is providing grants under the Cyber Resilient Massachusetts Grant
Program to municipalities, small businesses, and non-profits in Massachusetts to
fund Managed Detection and Response (MDR) services from CyberTrust
Massachusetts. Grants provide up to $25,000 to fund MDR for up to 3 years.

The CyberTrust Massachusetts Security Operations Center provides MDR with the
support of SentinelOne. This service positions organizations to detect and respond to
cybersecurity threats and includes the following:

Managed 24x7 endpoint detection and response
Network Discovery
Vulnerability Assessment
Active Directory and Entra Hygiene

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/municipal-local-cybersecurity-grant-program
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/BN_SCOYEAyHXyjDTEfgUGEdn7
https://www.cybertrustmass.org/
https://www.sentinelone.com/global-services/vigilance-respond/


Active Directory Identity Protection
Software and Asset Inventory

Additional Information:
Applications accepted on a rolling basis
Applications must include a scope of work for MDR services from CyberTrust MA
An informational webinar will be held on April 10 at noon (click here to register for
webinar)

Learn more about the Cyber Resilient Grant Program and Apply

 

Crush Impalement and Entrapment Rescue Training

Wednesday, May 28, 8am to 4pm
Springfield, MA

WRHSAC is excited to bring this crucial and popular training back to the region.
Follow the link below to register. Spaces will fill quickly!

First responders, prepare to enhance your skills in managing complex rescue scenarios.
Join us for an intensive 8-hour training designed to equip you with the tools, techniques,
and confidence to handle incidents involving crush injuries, impalements, and
entrapments. Whether facing industrial accidents or terrorism-related incidents, this
training will teach you how to apply your everyday tools effectively in high-pressure
situations.

Training Highlights:
In-Depth Instruction: Learn the complexities of crush, impalement, and entrapment
situations through structured lectures and real-life case studies. The training will
focus on scenarios such as machine entrapment, building collapses, vehicle
rammings, and more.
Hands-On Simulations: Gain experience through performance stations that mirror
real-world challenges, including fence and rebar impalements, meat grinder
entrapments, and large machinery rescues.
Skill Building & Best Practices: Understand best practices for safety, medical
considerations, command structure, and inter-agency collaboration during large-
scale incidents.

The training is free. Registration is required. 

Click here to register for Crush, Impalement and Entrapment Training

 
 

Please share this newsletter with your colleagues, departments and discipline associations. Questions
can be directed to Raine Brown, Homeland Security Program Manager, raine@frcog.org

Funded by the Office of Grants and Research, the Massachusetts state administrative agency for FEMA
grant funds.

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ZcKboy8xTOmsQXfLaNZpgw#/registration
https://masstech.org/notice-funding-opportunity-cyber-resilient-massachusetts-grant-program
https://wrhsac.org/news/crush-impalement-and-entrapment-training-2/
mailto:raine@frcog.org
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