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University Centers on Developmental 
Disability

• 67 University Centers for Excellence in Developmental 
Disabilities that focus on research, education, and 
community service related to the needs of individuals with 
disabilities 

• Centers share a vision that foresees a nation in which all 
Americans, including Americans with disabilities, 
participate fully in their communities. Independence, 
productivity, and community inclusion are key 
components of this vision. 
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http://www.gov.state.la.us/index.cfm?md=photogallery&tmp=home&navID=10&cpID=0&cfmID=0&catID=1
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A rescuer carries a young man who is unable to walk to safety.
- Retrieved from FEMA Photo Library 2006.
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Deaf section for Hurricane Katrina evacuees at the Houston Astrodome. (Houston, 

TX., 9/10/2005 -- FEMA photo/Andrea Booher)
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Research and Education on Disability and Disaster
redd.tamu.edu
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New Paradigm in Emergency 
Management
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National Preparedness Goal

• Paradigm shift to the concepts of inclusion and 
whole community preparedness

• Includes children, individuals with disabilities and 
others with access and functional needs, diverse 
communities, and those with limited English 
proficiency
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The Stafford Act

• The Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency 
Assistance Act (Stafford Act) is the law that authorizes 
Federal assistance when the President declares a State to 
be a disaster area.

• Section 308 of the Stafford Act protects individuals from 
discrimination on the basis of their race, color, religion, 
disability, nationality, sex, age, or economic status in all 
disaster assistance programs. 
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The ADA

• The ADA is a wide-ranging civil rights law that prohibits, 
under certain circumstances, discrimination based on 
disability. 

• It affords similar protections against discrimination to 
Americans with disabilities as the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 
which made discrimination based on race, religion, sex, 
national origin, and other characteristics illegal. 
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People First Language

How do we talk 

about people with disabilities?
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Try This…

Instead of…. Use…

Handicapped Person with a Disability

A Down’s kid He has Down syndrome

Wheelchair bound Uses a wheelchair

Mentally retarded Intellectual disability
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Who are People with Disabilities 
and People with Functional or 

Access Needs?
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Photos from: 
http://www.nod.org/katrinaphotos/katrina9.jpg
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Using traditional labels, people with…

• Physical disabilities

• Intellectual disabilities

• Visual impairments

• Hearing impairments or who are Deaf

• Mental illness

• Traumatic brain injury

• Other health impairments
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Access and Functional Needs

• People who may or may not have a disability 
but who require goods or services which allow 
them to maintain their independence and 
safety
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Who May Need Functional Supports?

People who may have:

• Physical disabilities

• Sensory disabilities

• Mental health, cognitive and/or intellectual disabilities

• Chronic health care needs

Others who might benefit could include:

• Seniors

• Women in late stages of pregnancy

• Non-English speakers

• People who are homeless
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Tanisha Blevin, 5, holds the hand of fellow Hurricane Katrina victim Nita LaGarde, 105, as they are evacuated 

from the Convention Center in New Orleans, La., Saturday, Sept. 3, 2005. (AP Photo/Eric Gay )
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Civilians Living in the Community
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These estimates are based on the U.S. Census Bureau’s Survey of Income and Program Participation (SIPP). These estimates are 

from Brault (2012), Americans with Disabilities: 2010 (U.S. Census Bureau Current Population Reports, P70-131), which also 

contains comparisons to 2005 estimates.

http://disabilitycompendium.org/compendium-statistics/population-statistics-disability-type
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From left to right: 

http://www.photolibrary.fema.gov/photolibrary/photo_det

ails.do?id=18526; 

http://www.photolibrary.fema.gov/photolibrary/photo_det

ails.do?id=15343.
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Research and Education on Disability and Disaster
redd.tamu.edu
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TIPS for First Responders (3rd Edition)
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TIPS for First Responders-TX Edition
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Region VI Working Group

• Formed at the FEMA “Getting Real” Conference 
in 2010

• Focused on goals set as a group

• Biweekly phone conferences including disability 
organizations and emergency management 
organizations

• Identification of existing technology useful to 
emergency managers and first responders
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disabilitytips.tamu.edu
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Steps in Development

• Survey of emergency managers and VOADs to 
determine usage requirements and best 
platform

• Incorporation of several print-based materials

• Incorporation of web-based database

• Beta testing by emergency managers and 
disability community members
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http://disabilitytips.tamu.edu/
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Service Animals
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Contacts for Services and Support
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Disability Acronyms



Center on Disability and Development

About Us
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Photo by Kendall Kessel; April 2006
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Photo by Kendall Kessel; April 2006
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