
Children With Complex Medical 
Needs 

Considerations in Disaster Planning 



KIDS?  WHAT KIDS? 

Berkshire      23,675       (5770) 
 
Franklin     13,240       (3300)  
 
Hampden 106,218    (27,720) 
 
Hampshire 25,115     (5700) 
 
All   168,248     (42,490) 



Of Special Note… 

Children With Special Healthcare Needs 

• In MA: 18.3% (261,475 children)  2010 national survey 

• In Western MA: 25-30,000 children 

 
• “Children with special health care needs are those who have or are at 

increased risk for a chronic physical, developmental, behavioral, or 
emotional condition and who also require health and related services of 
a type or amount beyond that required by children generally.” (AAP & 
MCH definition) 



ALL Kids are Complex in a Disaster! 

• Anatomical differences 

 

• Developmental differences 



http://archive.ahrq.gov/prep/nccdreport/nccdreport.pdf 
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Children Who Are Technology-
Dependent 



 

 





 

 

        Show Me Tool: booklet and mobile apps 

http://www.mass.gov/eohhs/gov/departments/dph/programs/emergency-prep/additional-access-needs/iraa-risk-communication-plan-template.html
http://www.mass.gov/eohhs/gov/departments/dph/programs/emergency-prep/additional-access-needs/iraa-risk-communication-plan-template.html
http://www.mass.gov/eohhs/gov/departments/dph/programs/emergency-prep/additional-access-needs/iraa-risk-communication-plan-template.html


Newborns and Infants 

Considerations for Pregnant Moms, 
Nursing Moms, Well-Newborns and 
Infants 



A Few Final Thoughts 

• Planning is key 

• Pediatric Coordinator? 

• Identify community partners and add to 
planning inventory 

• Special Needs transportation 

• carseats  

• school buses with LATCH 

  

 



A Few Final Thoughts 

• Pre-Qualification & Background Checks 

• Injury Prevention for Shelters 

• Training & Drills  Identify gaps   

– Psychological first aid, children’s issues, policies 
for supporting kids during/after event 

– Shelter drills   

– Evacuation drills  

 



 

HUMAN NATURE... 


